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The County of San Bernardino’s open space plan seeks to address the
issue of open space from many perspectives. Far from being a plan to
simply protect natural open space areas for wildlife, the open space plan
strikes a balance between the needs of an urbanizing County and the
many uses which require open lands. The following are descriptions of the
many types of open space considered in the County’s open space plan.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Open space for the protection of natural resources encompasses a variety
of areas which are required to maintain biological diversity, to protect
significant natural features, and to ensure that future generations will
have access to a quality “natural” experience.

The County recognizes that natural areas in and adjacent to the urbaniz-
ing portions of the County are today under substantial pressure. As ur-
banization of the Valley, Mountain, and Desert regions of the County con-
tinues, the loss of areas which are capable of supporting both common and
endangered plant and animal species is accelerating. No specific figures
are available, but the consensus of experts in wildlife biology is that, in
many cases, the last vestiges of natural habitat which existed prior to the
settlement of the County are either gone or are in danger of disappearing,.

For this reason, protection of natural resources, or the proper management
of natural lands for multiple uses, is an important focus of the County’s
open space plan.

RESOURCE PRODUCTION and AGRICULTURE

PRESERVING HEALTH and SAFETY
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OPEN SPACE

SCENIC RESOURCES

While many of man’s uses of the land, such as housing, industrial facilities,
and business centers, require urbanization of the land, a number of
economically productive uses also exist which rely on open land unen-
cumbered by development or the responsibilities brought on by adjacent
uses. This category of open space includes those uses which either require
open land, (including farming and mineral production) or which harvest
products from lands which have not been urbanized (such as the grazing
of forage or the harvesting of timber). Resource production also includes
the use of open space lands to recharge underground aquifers and store
water for ultimate use within the County.

The County’s open space plan deals with areas which are needed to en-
hance the ability of the County to maintain healthy resource extraction
industries, including mining and farming, and how these uses can be
coordinated with other open space needs.

RECREATION

While modern society has created many types of recreation which can
occur in an urban setting — or even within buildings — open areas in the
outdoors remain an important location for many Americans seeking rest
and relaxation. This type of open space can include areas such as the
national forests, where visitors seek recreation by hiking, camping, pic-
nicking, and skiing; areas where use of off-highway vehicles (OHVs) is
permitted; and the County’s system of Regional Parks.

An important function of open space is its use as a buffer to separate
people and buildings from hazards which could cause injury, damage, or
death. The County’s open space plan deals with this important type of
open space land which must be set aside to protect the health and safety of
the public.

This type of open space includes both areas which are set aside to distance
persons and buildings from hazardous situations (such as earthquake
faults or flood-prone areas) and open land which is itself part of a system
built to protect health and safety (such as flood control channels or
basins). Also included in this category of open space are land uses which
are required as part of the overall functioning of modern society and
which include or require undeveloped land as a resource or a buffer; this
includes landfills and airports.

Open space lands which have been set aside to protect public health and
safety also have the potential for other uses. Lands along fault lines, for
instance, can be retained in their natural condition as wildlife corridors;
lands within pipeline rights of way can be used as trail easements; flood
control facilities may be suitable for use as natural open space, mineral
extraction, or recreation.

Scenic areas in San Bernardino County contain vistas that rival many
found elsewhere in the state and the nation. Rapid population expansion
and decreased gasoline prices in the past decade have extended the range
of the general public for weekend and vacation travel opportunities. This,
coupled with a lack of public railways which conveniently interconnect
the various populated lands, has resulted in current levels of private
vehicle use being among the highest ever recorded. The scenic quality of
the routes which cross the County can be deteriorated by advertising and
urban uses along these corridors.

A Plan of Open Space
and Trails for the
County of San Bernardino
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SAN BERNARDINO

The open space plan seeks to preserve the outstanding scenic resources
which exist in the County, and to provide additional opportunities for the
public to enjoy these pleasing features.

TRAILS

Because they provide public access to open space lands and serve as an
active recreational amenity, trails form an important part of the County’s
overall open space plan. As part of the County’s open space system, trails
will be used to provide public entry into open space areas, to direct public
access to those areas which can safely withstand human activity, to
provide alternative transportation opportunities, and to provide a sense
of the County’s history.
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